Pharmacological considerations for the pediatric patient.
The use of pharmacological agents in children warrants special consideration because children have variable pharmacokinetic parameters. Not only are the pharmacokinetic properties of drugs different in children as compared with adults, but these properties can undergo rapid change as children grow and mature. Furthermore, many drugs that would be useful in the pediatric population lack the indication for use in children and, therefore, dosing guidelines are not available. This paper presents an overview of basic pharmacokinetics in children and pediatric dosing guidelines.